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To Whom it May Concern, 

I am writing to you about the benefits of  using the Spanish television show, El Internado, La 
Laguna Negra in the classroom.  I have been teaching for twelve years and have been using 
El Internado for the last three years in my Spanish 3 and 4 classes.  The show has greatly 
benefited my upper level students and the entire Spanish program at Leavitt Area High 
School. 

Before using El Internado as a authentic resource for language acquisition in my Spanish 4 
classes, the enrollment was low.  In the 2010-2011 school year I had only 14 students in 
my Spanish 4 class.  Once I started using El Internado, it grew.  My first year using El 
Internado I had 19 students in Spanish 4.  This year, I have one of  the largest Spanish 4 
classes with 26 students.  The same phenomenon is occurring in my Spanish 3 classes 
since that is the year we start watching the show.   I often have Spanish 2 students tell me 
that they are taking Spanish 3 because they hear that we watch “this awesome TV show.”  
Some of  my Spanish 3 students tell me that they are taking Spanish 4 to find out what 
happens in the show.  We watch the show every Friday; a day that all my students wait for 
impatiently.  El Internado has significantly increased student enrollment in our upper level 
Spanish classes. 

El Internado is extremely valuable for acquiring high frequency Spanish structures.  The 
language that my students acquire from watching the show and from doing related 
vocabulary and reading activities is extraordinary.  There are also advanced grammatical 
structures such as the past subjunctive and the past perfect that the characters use.  El 
Internado has provided my students a great opportunity to acquire these advanced 
structures.  The show also has contemporary Spanish culture.  My students have learned 
about the ‘rantoncito Perez’ (the tooth fairy in Spain) and the ‘Reyes Magos’ (Christmas 
in Spain).   

 It has made my classroom more lively.  Thanks to several teachers across the country, 
there are now ample amounts of  activities available to increase comprehension and 
acquisition.  My students will talk, write, and read about El Internado anytime since the 
show is so compelling. It is part of  my formative assessments.  The show has increased 
student motivation to learn.  If  there is an incomprehensible scene, my students will ask 
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me what happened.  While explaining it to them, I am able to provide my students 
another path to fluency.   

In a recent anonymous survey that I gave my Spanish 4 students, the motivation was 
clear.  The entire class wanted to continue watching it (no surprise!).  They all said that is 
has helped them with reading comprehension (by reading the Spanish subtitles and by 
doing reading activities).  They all said that it also has helped with their writing 
proficiency.  The evidence is clear: El Internado has made my students more proficient, 
more motivated, and more enthusiastic.   

!
Sincerely, 

Dustin Williamson 

Dustin Williamson 
French/Spanish Teacher


